Year 2 News

Second Half Term - November 2005  - From Mrs. Spurr

Welcome to the second half term.  

English - This half term we have begun by reading and writing simple instructions e.g. using construction kits, recipes etc., and considering the use of diagrams to make instructions easier to follow.  The children have already found some instructions they have at home.  We will also be continuing to read fiction texts and develop an understanding of time and sequential relationships in stories.  This will include identifying 'reasons' for events in stories linked to plot and using the language of time to structure written work.  Using words such as 'meanwhile', 'suddenly', 'after', 'during', 'next' etc will be encouraged.  We will discuss how stories can link to our own experiences e.g. spending time with grandparents or being frightened of the dark.
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Home support in English - daily reading practice; a weekly spelling list 

(sent home each Thursday and tested the following Tuesday).
Maths - In oral and mental work we will be 

· counting in 1’s, 10’s and 100’s, forwards and backwards 

· re-calling doubles, corresponding halves and near doubles

· [image: image2.wmf]re-calling addition and subtraction facts for each number to 10 (A focus for this half term as this is our curricular target)

· re-calling pairs of numbers with a total of 20

· adding and subtracting 9 and 11

· re-calling multiplication facts for x10 table

We will be introducing the 10x table and simple multiplication.  The children will be learning to use the x and = signs to record a number sentence.  Also there will be further work on time focusing on the 12 hour digital clock.

Home support in Maths – Please continue to practise our curricular target.  Maths homework is sent home each Wednesday to be returned to school the following Monday.  Try to find opportunities to discuss money using decimal notation e.g. when shopping and the digital clock e.g. on video recorders, microwaves, digital alarm clocks etc.

We will be continuing to work on our Maths target for this term:
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To know by heart all addition and subtraction 

facts for each number to at least 10.

We have begun this half term with our History based topic about Remembrance Day.  We are learning why we have Remembrance Day, what happens on Remembrance Day and why people wear poppies.  If you have any old photographs / artefacts from the war, that we could look at in school, we would be very grateful.  We will be visiting the war memorial in Cleckheaton, once the poppies have been laid.

Our Science based topic later this half term is 'Forces and Movement'.  We will be considering how pushes and pulls can change the shape of objects, speed up or slow down movement and change the direction.  Our investigation will involve finding out which surface a car will travel the best on.

Reminders – P.E. days are Monday and Thursday.  Please can the children bring their P.E. kit to school each Monday, to stay in school until Thursday.  Thank you.

Our library session is every alternate Wednesday (the next session being 16.11.05).


As a school we value the comments of parents and carers.

We have provided a suggestion box and compliments book

in the school entrance for your ideas and comments.

Thank you.
















