Year 3 News

Second Half Term - September 2005 - From Mrs. Drake
Welcome back after our short half term break, we are now ready for another busy half term.

English -  In The Literacy Hour this half term Class 3 will be focusing on the distinction between fact and fiction / learning to locate information / and to compare the ways in which it is presented.  Also the main emphasis will be on writing simple non-chronological reports, and on learning how to take notes.
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Home support - daily reading practice; a weekly spelling list sent home each Monday 

and tested the following Friday. Literacy homework will generally be sent home on 

Wednesday for return on Friday of the same week.

Maths -  In Oral and Mental Maths we will focus upon learning:-

· 10more/less than any 2 or 3 digit number

· [image: image2.wmf]recall addition and subtraction facts to 20

· doubling and halving numbers to 20

· recall multiplication facts up to 5 x 5

· recall multiplication facts in x2, x5 and x10 tables.

This half term will also develop understanding of multiplication and division, looking at mental strategies and real life problems.  Children will be introduced to work on fractions, time and how to construct and interpret a tally chart.  

Home support - Christmas preparations can be a wonderful opportunity to help support your children's Maths activities at home - trying to recognise unit fractions ½, ¼, etc, and to  find fractions of shapes and numbers e.g. cutting cakes, sharing out sweets etc. Also learning to tell the time in 5 minute intervals on analogue and digital clocks - practising using TV timetables, bus journey times etc.  Numeracy homework will generally be sent home on Friday for return on the Tuesday of the following week.

We will be continuing to work on our Maths target for this term:
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To know by heart all addition and 

subtraction facts for each number to at least 20.

Science – In the second half of the Autumn term, we will focus on 'Rocks and Soils'.  Children will examine and compare characteristics of different rocks, pebbles and soils and begin to learn about their origins, and the process involved in their formation.  

History – Our Victorian topic will finish this year with a look at education and leisure 

in the 19th century and a wonderful visit to 

Colne Valley Museum.

I.C.T. - Children will learn how to use a database

 -  collecting and storing information and answering simple 

questions by sorting and searching in a single field.

D.T. & Art – In Art children will compare the work of Victorian artists with that of Picasso.  In DT, we will be investigating packaging and how boxes are made. 

R.E. – Children will explore different festivals celebrated in Christianity and Judaism, mainly Hannukah and Christmas.

P.E. - Gymnastics will focus on movement with emphasis on change of face and direction and children will continue an Expressive Dance programme.  
Guided Reading continues to be a focus in Year 3.  Each half-term two groups will be taught appropriate reading skills through guided reading sessions with the class teacher.  The rest of the class will continue individual silent reading during this time.  Children will continue to be heard read at least once a week by a member of staff. 

Children will be given the opportunity to change their library books any day after school, independently or with teacher/parent support.

Parents are encouraged to continue to support daily reading practice at home, by listening to their child read or through discussion of the story, vocabulary and characters etc.  

Parents are welcome to come and join in daily reading practice in school to support children in their reading.

Homework Diaries – Please could parents sign their child's homework diary at the end of each week.  Any comments regarding the tasks or any other activities your child has completed at home are most welcome, as these provide a useful record to share with your child's class teacher.

Any queries please see Class Teacher.


As a school we value the comments of parents and carers.

We have provided a suggestion box and compliments book

in the school entrance for your ideas and comments.

Thank you.
















