Year 4 News

Second Half Term - November 2005 - From Mrs. Hinchliffe & Mrs. Terry

Welcome back to another busy half term. 

English – In English this half term we will be identifying and studying non-fiction texts.  Children will learn to write and follow instructions using the appropriate features and organisational devices of instructional writing.  We will be learning to distinguish between fact and opinion in reading and other media.  Children will be learning to identify the main features of a newspaper, including layout, organisation of articles, advertisements and headlines.  We will be predicting newspaper stories from headlines and children will be asked to write their own newspaper style report and compare this to a T.V. report.

[image: image1.wmf]With the help of a parent and friendly newsagent, children will be asked to complete small research assignments on this topic - classifying 

newspapers and comparing the layout of regional, local and 

national papers.  
Maths - There will be continuing emphasis on oral and mental calculations; we will be counting in multiples of 8, multiplying by 10, multiplying and dividing by 4, recalling and subtracting near multiples of 10 and subtraction facts to 20 and finding 2 digit numbers by trial and improvement.  Children will learn pencil and paper methods for the operations of multiplication and division and make calculations involving money and real life problems with one or more steps.  We will be recognising and using fraction notation and relating fractions to division to find simple fractions of quantities.  When handling data, children will learn to solve a given problem by collecting, classifying, representing and interpreting data in tally charts, frequency tables and pictograms where symbols represent 2, 5 and 10 units.

Children will take part in times table challenges this term to encourage then to learn their tables. Certificates will be given when children know their tables; starting with the 4 times table,

Home support – continue learning 3x, 4x multiplication tables and using them in real life situations multiplying 1 digit numbers by 2 digit numbers.  Telling the time to 1 minute using digital and analogue clocks.  Shopping problems involving =, -, x and (
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We will be continuing to work on our Maths target for this term:
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To know by heart all addition and 

subtraction facts for each number to at least 20..
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Science - We will be studying the effects of friction and discussing other forces.

Geography – We will continue our topic of water, focusing in 

more detail on rivers in Britain.

P.E. - Our focus for this half term will be on balancing, travelling and jumping.  The children will build movement sequences both individually, and with a partner.

Each child has the opportunity to choose a non-fiction library book from our splendid school library.  This is done on a fortnightly basis, parents are encouraged to share these books.  Many boys would prefer to read non-fiction and this would be an ideal opportunity to support your child's reading practice.

Parents are encouraged to continue to support daily reading practice at home, by listening to their child read or through discussion of the story, vocabulary and characters etc.  All children have the opportunity to take a book home from the class fiction library bookcase.

Parents are welcome to come and join in daily reading practice in school to support children in their reading.

Homework Diaries – PLEASE could parents sign their child's homework diary EVERY WEEKEND.  Any comments regarding the tasks or any other activities your child has completed at home are most welcome, as these provide a useful record to share with your child's class teacher.

Any queries please see Class Teacher.


As a school we value the comments of parents and carers.

We have provided a suggestion box and compliments book

in the school entrance for your ideas and comments.

Thank you.
















