Reception News

Second Half Term - November 2005 - From Mrs. McQuillan
Welcome to the second half of the first term.  All children have settled in well and are continuing to work hard and enjoy themselves.

English – In shared reading we will continue to understand and use correct terms about books and print i.e. cover, beginning, end, page, author, illustrator, illustrations.  We will use a variety of cues when reading, knowledge of the story and its context and awareness of how it should make sense grammatically.  Children will be encouraged to recognise words around them i.e. labels, signs, lists etc.  We will continue to use the Jolly Phonics scheme to identify and write the phonemes in consonant – vowel – consonant (CVC) words i.e. dog, cat, pan etc.  Children will also be explaining and working with rhyming patterns by identifying families of rhyming CVC words i.e. fat, mat, pat etc.  There will also be an emphasis on developing speaking and listening skills.  We will be developing an awareness of sentence construction and encouraging 'have-a-go' writing through a range of both play activities and focussed sessions with adult support. 

[image: image1.wmf]Home support: daily reading and flashcard practice, provide opportunities for writing i.e., writing own name, lists, sentences, practice correct letter formation.  When writing or drawing please encourage a correct pencil grip.  Practice saying strings of rhyming words i.e. dog, log, jog etc.  We always  use correct terms about books i.e., cover, title, author, illustrator and encourage your child to become confident with using these terms.  Please help your child to read and recognise words around them i.e. street signs, labels, advertisements in shops/supermarkets, signs in the High Street i.e. Post Office, Chemist, Garage etc.  Play games such as ‘I Spy’ to help with sound recognition.

Maths - In oral and mental work children will be:

· Counting in 1's to 30

· Ordering numbers to 10

· Reading numbers to 12

· Counting collections to 10

· Estimating collections to 10

In mathematical activities we will be using language such as more or less, greater or smaller, to compare two numbers.  We will be finding one / more / one less than a number up to 9.  We will be looking at and naming 3D shapes: cube, sphere, cone, pyramid.  We will be sequencing familiar events and beginning to use the vocabulary of time.  We will also be recognising coins and solving practical problems involving counting in 'real life' or role play.  Other key vocabulary includes full, empty, holds more, holds less when comparing containers.

Home support: Encourage your child to think about more or less when comparing 2 numbers i.e. 'Which is more 5 or 2?'  Look at and name shapes that children see around them.
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In school children will be focussing on 2D shapes:

and 3D shapes cube, sphere, cone, pyramid.  In practical contexts, to develop children's mathematical vocabulary and understanding use terms such as full, empty, holds more, holds less, greater or smaller, and begin to use the vocabulary of time i.e. days of the week, morning, afternoon, evening, today, yesterday, before, after etc.    

We will be continuing to work on our Maths target for this term:


To begin to use vocabulary involved in adding and

subtracting in practical activities

and discussions.

Again through everyday activities continue to ask questions such as 

‘3 bananas in the bowl, if one is eaten how many will be left?’

‘2 cups on the table, how many more do we need to make 4?’ etc.

Topic Work – Our main area of focus will be 'Nursery Rhymes and Traditional Tales' we will also be looking at the Hindu festival 'Divali' and 'The Christmas Nativity Story'.  

In nursery rhymes we will be singing favourite rhymes, exploring and working with rhyming patterns and responding to rhymes using a variety of media.  Children will also be using songs and rhymes as a stimulus for mathematics i.e. 'Five Currant Buns', 'Ten Green Bottles', '1 2 3 4 5…a Fish Alive'.  We will be using these nursery rhymes to develop mathematical understanding in addition and subtraction.  

In topic work we will also be looking at Traditional Tales i.e. 'The Three Little Pigs', 'Jack & the Beanstalk', Goldilocks' etc.  We will be looking at story structure and sequencing events.  Children will be encouraged to think about the beginning, middle and end of these stories.  We will be acting out these stories, paying attention to the correct sequence of events.  There will be an emphasis on using art and drama to re-tell these stories.  We will be discussing the festival of Divali and look at the preparations and the way in which it is celebrated.  We will also be looking at the Christmas Nativity story and how this is celebrated at home.

Home Support: Share favourite nursery rhymes, identify pairs of rhyming words i.e. 'Jill, Hill', 'Wall, Fall', 'Dock, Clock' etc.  Read traditional tales together.  After reading discuss and recall the story using terms beginning, middle, end i.e. 'what happened at the beginning of the story?'  Use non-fiction books to find out about the festival of Diwali and discuss the celebrations with your child.  Read the Nativity story with your child and discuss the events which happened in Bethlehem.   


General Information: 

· P.E. will continue to take place on a Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday morning.

· Baking will take place on a Monday afternoon (full time children) and Thursday morning (part time children)

· Could you please make sure all items of clothing including coats and PE kit are clearly named.

· Many thanks to those parents who have volunteered to help in class.  Your help is very much appreciated.

· If your child has any nursery rhyme books, traditional tales, tapes or pictures at home which they would like to share with the rest of the class, please send them into school, clearly labelled.  Thank you very much.

· Please note on wet mornings the hall door will be opened early and you are welcome to either wait with your child or leave them with the supervising adult who will escort them to class at 8.55 a.m.

· If you have any queries or concerns please come in and see me at the end of the school day.

· In order that your child can still play in the wooded area during the winter months could you please send into school a pair of named Wellingtons that can remain in school until after Christmas.  

· If your child is happy and confident to come into class please say goodbye outside the main door.  This will help to ease congestion in the cloak room and encourage independence skills.


Thank you very much.

Working Together Creatively – As part of our school development links are being strengthened between Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1.  One Tuesday morning of each half term the children in Reception and Year 1 will work together creatively on class topics.  This will benefit all children through consolidation and extension activities.


As a school we value the comments of parents and carers.

We have provided a suggestion box and compliments book

in the school entrance for your ideas and comments.

Thank you.
















